All About Animals
St. Louis Zoo

Purina Farms - Gray Summit, MO

Grant's Farm - St. Louis
Willoughby Farm - Collinsville, IL

World Bird Sanctuary - Valley Park, MO

Lone Elk Park - Valley Park, MO

Endangered Wolf Center - Eureka, MO

Big Joel's Safari - Wright City, MO

Crown Ridge Tiger Sanctuary - Ste. Genevieve, MO

Sophia Sachs Butterfly House - Chesterfield, MO

Suson Farm - St. Louis
Treehouse Wildlife Center - Dow, IL

Marcoot Jersey Creamery - Greenville, IL

Rainbow Ranch Petting Zoo - Nashville, IL
Randy’s Rescue Ranch – O’Fallon, IL
Tied Dyed Iguana Shop - O'Fallon, IL

Critter Lane Petting Zoo - Bonne Terre, MO

Stay Cool Indoors

Monkey Joe's - Fairview Heights, IL

The Edge - Belleville, IL

Edison's Entertainment - Edwardsville, IL

Altitude Trampoline Park-Glen Carbon, IL
Sky Zone-Fairview Heights, IL
We Rock the Spectrum Gym-Edwardsville
Urban Fort Play Café-St. Louis

Historical Sites
Cahokia Mounds-Collinsville
Mastodon State Historic Site-Imperial, MO

Fort de Chartres-Prairie du Rocher, IL
Lewis & Clark State Historic Site - Hartford, IL

St. Louis Arch & Old Courthouse
Lincoln's New Salem Historic Site-Petersburg, IL
Jefferson Barracks & MO Civil War Museum
Ulysses S. Grant Nat. Historic Site-St. Louis

Daniel Boone Home & Village-Defiance, MO

Magnificent Museums

Magic House Children's Museum

St. Louis Art Museum

St. Louis Science Center

Missouri History Museum (Kid’s area) - St. Louis
Edwardsville Children's Museum

Myseym - Town & Country, MO

Great Rivers Museum - Alton, IL
City Museum- St. Louis
Lincoln Presidential Museum - Springfield, IL

Perfect Playgrounds
Drost Park-Maryville, IL
Boo Memorial Playground-Carbondale, IL
Troy Township Park - Troy, IL

O'Fallon Family Sports Park-O'Fallon, IL
Three Springs Park - Shiloh, IL

Moody(Longacre) Park - Fairview Heights, IL

Schranz Memorial Park - Swansea, IL

Airplane/Township Park - Edwardsville, IL

Shaw Park- Clayton, MO

Wonderland Playground-Forest Park, St. Louis

Hawk Ridge (Zachary's Playground)-St. Louis
Hannah's Playground-Breese, IL
Deer Creek Park-St. Louis

Queeny Park-St. Louis
Water fun

Splash City Waterpark - Collinsville, IL 
Raging Rivers Waterpark - Grafton, IL

Splash Pads -Edwardsville, O’Fallon, Hartford, Bethalto, Millstadt
Schranz Park-Swansea, IL (small fenced splash pad)

Korte Rec Center-Highland, IL (Tue & Fri Toddler Time)
Fairview Heights Rec Center

Hakuna Matata River Cruises-Grafton, IL
Transportation Fun

Museum of Transportation – St. Louis
Iron Spike Model Train Museum-Washington, MO
Wabash, Frisco, & Pacific Railroad-Wildwood, MO

Frisco Train Store - Valley Park, MO
Ride the ferry at Grafton, Brussels, St. Genevieve, IL

Outdoor Fun

Eckert's Orchards - Belleville, Grafton, Millstadt, IL
Brauetigram Orchards - Belleville

Gateway Fun Park - Collinsville, IL

Centerfield Fun Park - O'Fallon, IL
Missouri Botanical Gardens - St. Louis
St. Louis Cardinals or Gateway Grizzles game

Rent paddle boats at the Boathouse in Forest Park

Laumeier Sculpture Park- St. Louis
Citygarden - downtown St. Louis

Take a (kid-friendly) Hike
Elephant Rocks State Park - Belleview, MO
Johnson's Shut-Ins State Park - Middle Brook, MO
Garden of the Gods - Herod, IL
Giant City State Park- Makanda, IL
Pere Marquette State Park - Grafton, IL

Silver Lake Trail - Highland, IL

Watershed Nature Center - Edwardsville, IL

Powder Valley Nature Center - St. Louis
Castlewood State Park-Ballwin, MO
Salt Lick Point Trails-Valmeyer, IL

Meramec Spring Park-St. James, MO

Willoughby Farms – Collinsville, IL
Kid Friendly Restaurants

Fitz's Bottling Co. - St. Louis
The Fin Inn - Grafton, IL

St. Louis's Incredible Pizza Company

Crown Candy Kitchen - St. Louis

Ted Drewes - St. Louis

Gus's Pretzels - St. Louis

Dr. Jazz Soda Fountain & Grill(weekends)-Lebanon, IL
Take a Tour

Busch Stadium Tours

Excel Bottling Co. - Breese, IL

Chocolate Chocolate Co. or Bissinger's Factory- St. Louis
St. Louis Trolley or Riverboat Tours

Melvin Price Lock&Dam-Alton, IL

Meramec Caverns-Sullivan, MO
Bonne Terre Mine-Bonne Terre, MO
May
May 11- National Train Day at Ulysses S. Grant Site
May 10-12-Laumeier Sculpture Park Art Fair

May 11-12-Spring Festival, Boonies Farm in Worden

May 11/12-18/19-Eckerts Strawberry Festival

  May 11-Customer Day-Afterwords Books, Edwardsville
  May 11-Spring Baby Shower at TreeHouse Wildlife Center

  May 11-Lewis&Clark Point of Departure at Historic Site

May 17-18-NickFest Carnival, O’Fallon

May 17-19 -Belleville’s Art on the Square

May 18-Pony Rides & Carnival, Happy Hooves Edwardsville
May 18-National Kids to Parks Day events at Carlyle Lake, Gateway Arch, Kiener Plaza

May 18-Historical Children’s Festival-St. Charles 10-3

May 18-Water Lantern Festival, Eureka MO

May 19-SUNday STEM event Liberty Alton Amphitheater
May 20 -St. Jacob Strawberry Festival 11am-3pm
May 19-Kids Day at Cahokia Mounds 11 am-4 pm
May 24-Summer Teen Night-We Rock the Spectrum

May 24-Jun 2 Nina & Pinta replicas at Grafton, IL

May 25-Kids Fishing Derby, Woodland Park Collinsville

May 25-26-Eckert’s Memorial Day Festival

May 26-Collinsville Fireworks Celebration 4-9pm

May 27-Alton Memorial Day Parade 10:00-noon

May 27-Belleville Memorial Day Parade 10-11 a.m.
May 28-Ice Cream Social-Edwardsville City Park 5-7 PM

May 31-Shriners Circus Parade 7:30-10”30

June

Jun 1-2-Kimmwick Strawberry Festival 10am-5pm

June 1 – Bigfoot Truck Open House – Pacific, MO

June 1-Movies in the Park, Edwardsville 8:15pm

June 1-Belleville Museum Open House Day 10am-3pm

June 2-Joy FM Family & Friends Day-Edison’s Edsville
June 1-June 2-Annual Fort de Chartres Rendezvous
Prairie du Rocher, IL

June 7-Faust Park Olden Days 9-12

June 7-8-Horseradish Festival Collinsville 11 am
June 8 – French Heritage Festival – St. Genevieve
June 8-Edwardsville Route 66 Festival
June 8-Father’s Day Craft-Edwardsville Kids Museum
June 8-Train Show & rides 10-4 p.m.
American Farm Heritage Museum-Greenville, IL
June 13-16-Vandalia Bicentennial Celebration

June 14-15-Glen Carbon Homecoming
June 28-Village of Marine Homecoming 5-9 p.m.
June 29-Fishing Derby Leclaire Lake 10-noon

June VBS

June 3-June 7th

Center Grove Presbyterian Church-Edwardsville

9:00 a.m.-noon Ages 4 years-6th grade
June 3th-7th – Bethel Baptist Troy, IL
9:00A.M.-noon, ages 3-grade

Jun 3-June 7 Blessed Savior Lutheran Church-O'Fallon
5:30-8:30 p.m. (dinner included) Ages 4-12

June 10-13 Blast Camp Faith Family Shiloh

8:30-3:00pm ages 5-12 $65-$75

June 10-14 5-8:30 p.m. Friedens UCC, Troy

June 10-June 13 – St. Paul’s Lutheran Troy, IL

9:00 A.M.-noon

June 10-14 – Trinity Lutheran, Edwardsville

9:00 a.m.-noon

June 10-14 O’Fallon 1st United Methodist VBS
9:00 A.M.-noon
June 10-14 – First Baptist Maryville

6:00-9:00 P.M. ages 4-grade 6

June 10-13 Cornerstone O’Fallon & Shiloh

9am-noon 3 yrs-5th grade

June 17th-21 -First Baptist O'Fallon
9:00 am-noon pm Ages 4 years-6th grade
June 23-28 Meadow Heights Baptist Collinsville 6-8:45
9:00-11:30 am Ages 2- not yet in kindergarten
June 23-28 Meadow Heights Baptist, Collinsville

6:00pm-8:45 Ages K-6th grade
July
July 3-Alton Fireworks
July 4-Highland Fireworks Display-Glik Park
July 4 Troy Fireworks-Tri Township Park
July 4-Masoutah Fireworks 6-11 pm Scheve Park

July 6-Fireworks in Grafton

July 7-Fireworks at O’Fallon Sports Park

July 13-14-National LEGO Expo St. Louis

July 20-Amtrack Train Day-Alton 10-2:00pm

July 20- Ice Cream Day, Edwardsville Kids Museum 10-noon
July 20-21-Bufferfly House Birthday Bash 10-4, Chesterfield
July 23-28-Madison County Fair-Highland
July 27-28-Great Train Expo-Belleville
July 27-Smokin on Main BBQ Fest-Collinsville 11-5
July 26-28-Hertiage Days
American Farm Heritage Museum-Greenville
July VBS
July 8-11 New Bethel UMC 6-8:15
July 8-12 Faith Lutheran Church O’Fallon

6:00-8:15 P.M.

July 11-12-Summerpalooza First Baptist Maryville

9-2:30, ages 4 through 1st grade, $10/day

July 15-19 Zion Mascoutah 5:30-8:30 pm

July 15-18 Metro Kids Bible Camp 9am-noon Edwardsville

July 15-19 St John EUCC Collinsville VBS 9-noon

9:00-11:30 am Ages 2- not yet in kindergarten

July 15-19 St. Boniface 7:30-noon

July 28-31 St. Johns UMC Edwardsville 6-8 p.m.

July 15-19  Troy United Methodist 4 yrs up 9-11:30 A.M.
July 29-Aug 2 Immanuel United Methodist 

5:30-8:30, dinner included
August
Aug 2-4 – Mascoutah Homecoming Augustfest
Aug 3-Archaeology Day

Cahokia Mounds-Collinsville
Aug 8-18 Illinois State Fair

Aug 10-Giant Nerf War Night 6-8 pm
Tri-Township Park Center Troy

August 16-18-Centraila Balloon Fest

August 17-Balloon Glow in Staunton
August 23-25- Midwest Salute to the Arts
Fairview Heights-Moody Park
Message me on instagram @midwestnomadfamily if you have more ideas to add!

Ongoing events:

Free Forest School of St. Louis

Various meet ups at local parks for playtime outdoors

Michael’s Crafts Camps-Mon, Wed, Fri 10-12 
June 10-July 26, $3 for ages 3 and up
Highland PB & J Festivals

Fridays from May 31-August 9
Stroller Tours & Playdate-June 8, Jul 13, Aug 10(9-11) A.M.) Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis
SIUE-Variety of summer camps for all ages

Music, Art, Science. Early drop off and late pick u

SWIC science/STEM camps, Belleville Mon-Thurs

June 10-13, 17-20, 24-27 morning of afternoon

1020 Artworks Studio-Belleville

Variety of camps for ages 6 & up in June
Art Gecko Studio in O’Fallon

Various classes June-August, ages 6-16

Pride of IL: Cheer & Gymnastics Camps

9am-3pm various dates in June
Tinkergarten Classes-Moody Park, Fairview Heights

Fri or Sat class. June 28-Aug 3

Cyber Up Camp-McKendree University 

9 am-noon, 6th-12th grade students. $25

Brickz 4 Kidz Lego Camps

SWIC, Lewis & Clark College, Kaskaskia College

Various dates in July and August

Willoughby Farm Archery Class, Collinsville

5/18-6/15 11-12:30 pm

Edwardsville Children’s Museum Summer Programs

Camps, crafts, cooking, playgroups, etc. all summer
Electronics Summer Camp

June 3-6 8:30-11:30 a.m. Collinsville 6,7,8th grade
Prima Dance & Tumbling-Edwardsville
Variety of summer camps ages 3 & up
Children’s Art Classes Edwardsville City Park
 (K-4th grade) Saturdays June 15-July 27, 9-10:30 a.m.

Alive at 5 Family Nights at Tri-Township Park, Troy

5-6:30 p.m. Grilling, bounce houses

May 16, August 29th
Troy Family Year of Fun Movie Night

May 31 6-10 pm

Music & Movement camp-We Rock the Spectrum

Edwardsville, Wednesdays June 12-July 31

Edwardsville Movies in the Park

June 1, July 13, Aug 3

O’Fallon Summer Movie Series 7:30 p.m.

June 7, July 19, Aug 23

Maryville Movies in the Park 7-9 p.m.

May 18, Jun 8, July 27, Aug 10
Alton Kidcation July 26-Aug 10

Great getaway deals & events

O’Fallon 1st United Methodist

Parents Morning Out 9-12 or 9-1 w/lunch Tues,Wed,Thurs

Play Café Tues & Wed 9-10:00 a.m. $2/child, max $5

Farmers Markets

Maryville-Thursdays 4-7 p.m.

Belleville-Saturdays 7:30-noon

Edwardsville-Saturdays 8-noon

O’Fallon-Saturdays 8-noon
Swansea-Thursdays 10-2:00

Troy United Methodist
Rec camp 1st-5th grade June 3-6 $45 9-11:30

Preschool Age 2-PreK July 23-25 $45 9-11:30

Summer Family Fun Series-MO History Museum
Music Mondays 10:30 a.m.

Storytelling & Craft Tuesdays & Fridays 10:30

All below are offering various summer day camps

O’Fallon Parks & Rec
McKendree Rec Center, Fairview Heights Rec Center
Local YMCAs

Tri-Township Park Troy

Free Food for Kids Program (ages 4-18)

& Free Summer Camp activities
St. John United Church of Christ, 307 W. Clay Collinsville
Mon-Thurs June 3-July 25 noon-2 p.m.

Free Kids Summer Lunch-Edwardsville
Mon-Fri 11:30-12:30 starting May 28

Immanuel UMC 800 N. Main St.

AME Wesley Chapel 418 Aldrup St.

Mt. Joy Baptist 327 Olive St.

Anchored in Truth Ministries 510 Garfield

University Flats 2900 Sand Road

Quail Run Mobile Home Community 5100 Kay dr.

Free Dental Services/Eye Clinic/Health Expo

Collinsville Middle School Gym

Jun1, 2-5 pm & June 2, 8-5

